Unknown AV-fistula as reason for post-traumatic hematoma of the thigh.
A case is reported of a 28-year-old patient with gradually developing massive swelling of the right thigh after sustaining a blunt trauma. 3 1/2 months after the injury, surgery was performed because of a persisting tumor at the thigh. Intraoperatively, massive bleeding occurred, the bleeding vessel was sutured. Postoperative angiography disclosed arteriovenous (av) fistulae from the internal iliacal artery to a gluteal vein as source for the bleeding. The feeding artery was closed by coiling, the patient recovered completely. To the authors' knowledge, development of an av-fistula following blunt trauma has not been described previously. Similarly, the differential diagnosis of a posttraumatic bleeding of a congenital av-malformation was not yet reported. The authors emphasize, that prior to the surgery of inadequately behaving hematomas, an angiography should be performed.